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ELCM holds 5th National Youth Assembly at Luther Hall

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi held National Youth Assembly from 15th to 19th September 2004 with the theme taken from the gospel according to Mathews 18:20 which says, “ For where there are two or three gathered together in my name, there I am in their midst”.
Representatives of all parishes of ELCM gathered at Luther Hall in Lilongwe where they shared different topics and reflected on the speech made by Bishop Dr J P Bvumbwe on opening day. Subjects discussed were stewardship, bible study, reports from parishes, HIV/Aids, report by the Youth Coordinator and the Advisor and from youth.

The Assembly elected the new National Youth Committee with Rev Anthony Maseke as Chairperson, Ruth Munthali was re- elected as Vice-Chairperson and Rev Spencer Mngongonda being the Advisor. Daniel Mazengera retained the position of Treasurer.

Official Opening of National Youth Assembly

Bishop Dr J P Bvumbwe officially opened the 5th National Youth Assembly on 15th September 2004 at Luther Hall in Lilongwe. In his speech, the Bishop told participants that all youth meetings are done according to the constitution of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi. Youths are the pioneers of ELCM. They are forefront witnesses of the faith of Lutherans in Christ’s name. Youths take a great role of the church. Other congregations like Mlale started with influence from youths.

The gathering of National Youth Assembly evaluated what the church is doing, the challenges and how to overcome the situation. The country is faced with different problems, poverty and early death due to HIV/Aids pandemic. 

The Bishop asked participants to cerebrate the Word of Jesus Christ in different activities during the assembly. In his remarks the Bishop referred David from Old Testament about his activities during his youthful time. David worshiped God during his youthful stage and he conquered Goliath and the Philistines who insulted Israelites the people of God. David met several challenges but God was his shield wherever he was. As a good example David protected his people hence it will be shame for ELCM youths leaving fellow Lutherans attacked and assisting evil doers in any form of insult. 

In his speech, the Bishop also advised participating youths to take care and consider their future as of very important. He asked participants to change their behaviour and go for HIV/Aids testing before marriage. Youths are dying more than elders in the country due to HIV/Aids pandemic.

 Early marriage is another aspect which is deteriorating the future of many girls in Malawi. He encouraged girls to work hard and avoid early marriages. The church has ever since assisting boys and girls in education. Others have visited outside the country but have left the church because of getting married to men outside ELCM.

Other people from the Bible whom we can learn from are Martha, Mary and Joseph. Joseph denied committing adultery with Potipher’s wife in Egypt. The lad should teach us to refrain from evil doings. Martha and Mary followed Jesus Christ in their life time. Hence present youths have to learn from these two girls. HIV/Aids have been the burden to youth and participants should learn to find ways of fighting the disease.

On education the Bishop said, ELCM will not stop assisting youth. More youths have gained from bursary scheme. The church has Vocational Lay Training Centre at Madisi which will be for different training activities. The centre will have computer, carpentry, sewing, different art and crafts subjects including theological studies. 

Scouting is another activity ELCM Youth Department has. The Bishop said scouting is behind in the church especially doing other things like charitable work. He asked participants to dedicate their time and learn from Swedish groups who visit the country and utilize the chance to teach others.

The Bishop thanked Youth Department for organizing the Youth Assembly which will benefit most youths. 

The Youth Assembly was officially closed on Sunday, 19th September 2004 with Holy Communion.        

Reflection on Bible Study by Acting Dean Rev Rolf Frohlich during National Youth Assembly of 2004 

The Acting Dean Rolf Frohlich shared the bible study with youth from Mathews 18: 19 - 20. The Acting Dean said that according to the theme of the Assembly the disciples of Jesus Christ were together with him, hence youth are also together in the work of the Lord. God is the Lord who fulfills what he is supposed to do. Four important issues were discussed during the study: 

To be disciples of Jesus Christ. Those baptized in the name of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are children of God. We have to know that all children of God are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ. Every one is called to be a co-worker  of God. The Dean asked what the disciples of Jesus are supposed to do. The children of God or disciples of Jesus should learn how to evangelize and preach. When Jesus called his disciples he taught them the work of God. Workshops and seminars should be conducted frequently as the disciples of Jesus Christ were gathering to learn how to work. Most people attend different seminaries but do not fulfill what they have been taught. Lutherans believe that all received and baptized have the Holy Sprit. Every one who has the talent should utilize the chance to evangelize. That is the gift of serving the Lord. Lutherans believe that every one is important on his part to build the church of God. 

Blessings from Sunday Service. Prayers of every Sunday are very important since we come together and worship the Lord. God wants to serve for us, hence we receive different blessing through Sunday Service. When we meet during Sundays we have to start our service at the right time. We have to follow the liturgical order of service. Most people do not receive blessings because they are not available during the time of confession. The Word of God is the true word. If God says that your sins are forgiven, you are really forgiven. There are some people who confess their sins every Sunday but do not stop sinning. There are four blessings during Sunday Service: Two sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion, Confession of Sins, Word of God through Jesus Christ and Benedictions after Sunday Service. From the Bible we read that Jesus Christ is food for our souls. Those who do not receive frequently, the Word of God are always weak and obey Satan. Through the Holy Communion we receive justification. It is very important to go for Sunday service to meet Jesus Christ and being purified. 

Introducing Prayers Groups. Different groups in the church are very important and are part of evangelism. In Germany youth gather in groups to discuss in prayers where ever they are. They receive different blessings because of prayers in groups. They pray for different problems and what God give them. Lutherans from Malawi should start organizing prayer groups in different parishes. It is important to be together and pray for different problems in Malawi.

Prayers. We have to come together and thank God for giving lots of things like, rain, food, peace, knowledge, good life and many things.  

AMKENI CHOIR OF ELCT STORMS ELCM
Amkeni Choir from Central Southern Diocese of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania cheered Lutherans in Malawi during National Youth Assembly Meeting. 

Central Southern Diocese whose Bishop is Shadreck Manyiewa is in companionship with ELCM. It is less than a year when pastor’s wives with Bishop Dr Joseph Bvumbwe visited several places of the diocese including Bulongwa the old Cathedral and Makete where the church has built the new chapel as the cathedral of the Diocese.

The group was invited to perform during 5th National Youth Assembly of the church. which took place from 15th to 19th September 2004.

Rev Mngongonda donates footballs to parishes.

The HIV/Aids Coordinator of Evangelical Lutheran Development Program, Rev Spencer Mngongonda donated footballs to eleven parishes during National Youth Assembly of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi. Each parish received one ball.

This is part of encouragement to youth of all parishes in the church. In this case most parishes will have soccer clubs to make youth busy with. Hence most of them will not indulge in immoral activities.

ELCM to have its own HIV/Aids Policy

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi is designing the policy which will be followed in HIV/Aids awareness and other activities associated with the pandemic. 

The drafted policy document was presented to Co-Workers during their retreat of 22nd to 24th September 2004. The aim of presenting the draft was to recommend it and be approved by the Church Council.

Three Parishes have their own pastors
Three parishes of Salima Dowa and Nambuma will have full time pastors from September 2004.

Rev A A Maseke is the pastor of Nambuma Parish, Dowa will be served by Rev Kashawo and Rev Y Guta has been transferred from Mulanje to Salima Parish.

Bishop Bvumbwe to go to USA on study leave for four months 
Rt. Rev Dr Joseph P Bvumbwe will be on leave from October 2004 up to the beginning of February 2005. The Bishop will leave Malawi on 5th October 2004 for United States of America where apart from study leave will have different presentations on companionship between ELCM and North West Synod of Wisconsin, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. He will share with companions of ELCM on the topic “To be a Lutheran in Malawi”. Accompanied by Amayi Bishop, the two will spend most of their time in Wisconsin

.

ELCM Reaches Rumphi Boma

The tremendous growth of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi is reviving many people and different tribes in the country. 

With the grace of God the church has successfully opened a preaching point at Rumphi Boma. It was very far for people traveling to Bwengu for worship hence Christians opened the preaching place in the heart of the district. The Christians of Rumphi already moulded bricks to have their own chapel. On Saturday, 4th September the Acting Dean Rev R Frohlich laid the foundation stone for the chapel.

It is not only Rumphi alone where people are celebrating the growth of the church, Mchinji is not left behind. The church has its congregations at Mkanda Mphako and Kalulu.

ELCM has covered the whole country except Likoma, Mwanza and Neno districts.

Journalistic Researchers versus Practitioners 
In the plain of journalism there is a river existing in it. This river has fixed boundaries. The river’s current is slow and never varies much. And because this is a plain that has seen little rain, the river’s level seldom rises or falls more than a few inches.

Such a predictable system is lacking on the plain. The winds sweep through from every direction, turning hillocks to flatland and vice versa. Because of the plain’s vastness, the sojourner is unsure of what direction to take to reach the destination. 

This scene is similar to the situation in which media researchers and working journalists find themselves. The researcher seeing mass communication as a science proceeds along a slow and systematic course like a river until finding answers. The working journalist on the other hand, chases all the curious leads not knowing where any will end.

As the analogy would suggest, there appears to be little in common between the researcher and practitioner. But this is an illusion because in reality they have much in common. The river provides moisture and life for the plain. Without the plain there would be no river. The plain gives it the space to flow and bend.

Like the river and the plain, media researchers and working journalists need each other. The trouble is that they do not seem to recognize this and make use of their connection.

This is the reflection on journalism and without journalists little would be heard. People live in the world of technology where things change every day and language changes too. Other norms of journalists can change but not ethics. 

By: Mphatso Thole

 BISHOP BVUMBWE VISITS MKHOTA PARISH IN PREPARATION 

Bishop Dr Joseph Bvumbwe visited Santhe Preaching Point in Mkhota Parish on 12th September 2004 where he cheered Christians. 

The Bishop presented a motor bike to Rev Enough Nyirenda of the parish and encouraged Lutherans to work extra hard towards the work of God.

Before his visit, Women and youth had their parish meetings on 11th September 2004. It is the first meeting to take place in the parish and the topics of youth and women was on Lutheran doctrine teachings among others. Participants were from all preaching points of Mkhota Parish in Preparation. 

Blantyre Parish receives visitors from Trinity Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi especially Blantyre Parish was blessed when a group of six people from Trinity Lutheran Church, Eau Claire of North West Synod of Wisconsin visited several congregations from 8th to 17th October 2004.

The group visited Mvundula, Kamwetsa, Maula, Kachere, Kasungulu, Mbayani and Ndirande congregations before they visited Blantyre congregation on 17th October 2004.

Apart from cheering orphans in feeding centres the six inspected the building project at Mvundula and saw proposed sites for building town chapels at Ndirande and Mbayani. The visit was very important since it was first time for the companions of Blantyre  to come to Malawi.
Rev Justin Mofolo of the parish thanked Trinity for sending delegates in his parish and asked for strong companionship between them. 

The group of Lynn Gullecksrud, Dick Cable, Margaret Dimpfel, Pastor Mary Jorgensen and Mike Schumacher was led by Pastor Kurt Jacobson.  

Evangelists and Parish Workers graduate at Madisi Lay Training Centre

The first intake of Evangelists and Parish Workers graduated on 15th October 2004 after attending studies for six months at Madisi Lay Training Centre in Madisi Parish.

Thirty one men successfully passed Evangelists Training and Brick Laying while six women passed Parish Workers, Home Economics and Skills Training. The graduated students went to their various parishes for internship. Some of them will be called back in the year 2005 to start their pastoral training.

ELCM saves the abandoned child

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi saved the life of the abandoned one day old baby who was left by his mother along the river behind the church’s premises on 7th October 2004.

The child was found lying in a basket in the afternoon of the day. The child discovered by the children playing in the river was taken care by the Head Office of ELCM. The church supplied baby kits, powder milk, quilts, blankets and many other things recommended for the care of the baby. The church delivered the baby to Bottom Hospital in Lilongwe who consulted with the Ministry of Gender and Social Welfare. The child was called Moses Lutheran since he was saved by ELCM.
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